WHAT

DO WE
DEMAND?
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A self-determination
referendum for Catalonia

The solution to the conflict lies in offering
a democratic response to the citizens of Catalonia.

Amnesty for the
political prisoners
and return of the exiles

3

Nine Catalan political and civic leaders are
currently sentenced to between 9 and 13
years in prison for holding a referendum
in 2017. Seven Catalan political leaders
are forced to live in exile for fear of being
imprisoned if they return.

End of repression
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Spain must stop curtailing fundamental rights
and undermining the democratic system.

The Catalan
self-determination process

WHY

INDEPENDENCE
FOR CATALONIA?
For reasons of history, culture,
language and the will of the
people, Catalonia is a European
nation that has the right to decide
its political status democratically.
Because many Catalans are
convinced that they would have
the best tools to achieve greater
progress, welfare, equity and
democratic quality with an
independent state.
Because we want to directly
contribute to the building of a
stronger and fairer Europe, and
to better international governance.
Because Spain is irreformable.
Its elites are entrenched in
growing state nationalism to avoid
undertaking much needed political,
economic and social reforms.

Because no democrat would want to
live in a state that exerts violence
on citizens just for wanting to
vote, or that punishes their
elected representatives with long
jail sentences for implementing their
democratic mandate.
Because Spain abuses the
economic resources generated
in Catalonia with the effort of
its people, and never fulfils its
promises on investments, which has
accumulated an astronomical deficit.
Because all the attempts to get
Spain to recognize the national
character of Catalonia and to fully
respect its devolved powers have
failed. Far from recognizing its
internal national diversity, Spain has
homogenized the autonomous
communities while recentralizing
through the back door.
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The Catalan
self-determination
process

The start
of the process
In 2012, after the first of a series
of massive, peaceful pro-independence rallies, the Parliament
of Catalonia approved by a large
majority a resolution urging the
Government of Catalonia to
convene a plebiscite to decide on
Catalonia’s political future. This
request came after numerous unfulfilled promises by the Spanish
Government and the controversial
2010 Constitutional Court Ruling
on Catalonia’s Statute of Autonomy, which debased the content of
Catalonia’s basic law despite it
having been ratified 4 years earlier
in a referendum in Catalonia.

On November 9 2014, the Catalan
Government decided to carry out a
non-binding participatory process
to convey the opinion of the Catalans
regarding independence in which
more than two million Catalans
would vote, 80% did so in favor
of independence. Years later, the
Spanish justice banned the President
and several government ministers who
had made the plebiscite possible from
office, and condemned them to pay a
fine of up to 4.9 million euros.

A pro-independence
majority
Given the situation of political deadlock, in September
2015 snap elections to the Catalan Parliament were
called with a plebiscitary purport. For the first time in
history, pro-independence parties won an absolute
majority of seats in Parliament. Carles Puigdemont was
then invested President of the Catalan Government
and Oriol Junqueras was appointed Vice President.
By the end of 2016, the Catalan Government announced its intention of holding a binding referendum on self-determination in October 2017. The Cat-

alan institutions had petitioned the state up to 18 times, all unsuccessfully, for the powers to hold one. In addition to that, the suspension of Catalan laws by the Constitutional Court was constant, with a
total of 46 laws stayed.
Before October 2017, the Spanish police unsuccessfully searched
for the ballot boxes to be used for the referendum, closed printing
presses and censored media. In addition, more than 700 mayors
were summoned before the courts, and on September 20 several
government officials were arrested, accused of participating in the
organization of the referendum.

almost 2.3 million people (43%) managed to vote; 90.2% of them did so
in favor of independence.

Referendum
and repression
On October 1, 2017, despite all the
threats and pressure from the
state, thousands of citizens made
possible the distribution of ballot
boxes and papers, and the opening
of polling stations. In response to
that, thousands of police officers
relocated from the rest of Spain began violent charges against voters,
injuring up to 900 citizens. It was
the first time in Europe that the police attacked citizens for wanting to
vote. Despite this violent response,

On October 27, the same day Parliament declared independence,
the Spanish government imposed
direct-rule in Catalonia. Half of the Catalan government was forced into exile
and the other half were taken into pretrial detention. The two main leaders
of pro-independence civil society, Jordi
Sánchez and Jordi Cuixart, had already
been imprisoned two weeks earlier.
Shortly after, Carme Forcadell, the
Speaker of the Parliament of Catalonia,
was also imprisoned.
On December 21, 2017, in the Catalan
elections imposed by Madrid, and
despite all the repression exerted by
the Spanish state, the independence
parties again obtained a majority and managed to form a coalition
government between the two main
pro-independence parties, ERC and
Junts per Catalunya.

Trial
and judgment
From February to June 2019, the
trial of the independence leaders
was held in the Spanish Supreme
Court. The trial was plagued by
inconsistent statements by
Spanish security forces and political
officials in order to create a nonexistent account of violence. Several international NGOs specialized
in human rights denounced procedural irregularities.
On October 10, 2019, after almost
two years in pretrial detention,
sentence was passed condemning the Catalan leaders to between 9 and 13 years in prison
for sedition and/or embezzlement.

Altogether, almost a century of jail as
punishment for implementing a democratic mandate.
The independence movement is
seeking a resolution to the conflict
that would lead to convening a mutually agreed referendum. Esquerra
Republicana has therefore agreed
with the new Spanish government, a
coalition between the Socialist party
(PSOE) and the leftist Unidas Podemos, to establish a negotiating table
with a mandate to find a political way
out of the conflict.

